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Public Service Announcement
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ÅConsumer:52% think antibiotics 

work for viral infections, 37% stop 

antibiotics early, 25% save 

antibiotics for future illness. (JIM 

1999; 14:658-662)

ÅPhysician:44-51% prescribe 

antibiotics for common colds, 66-

75% for bronchitis. (JAMA 

1998;279:875-877)

ÅU.S.: Strep pneumoniaeresistance 

to penicillin is over 44% up from 

3% in 1988.
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Healthcare Expenditures

Unnecessary Antibiotic Use and Antibiotic Resistance are major drivers 

of  Healthcare trends:

Å50 million unnecessary antibiotic Rxs annually and associated costs.

Å100 million necessary antibiotic Rxs, many for new branded 

antibiotics leaving behind  generics that are no longer reliable because 

of resistance.

ÅDirect Hospital Costs - most significant in terms of human morbidity 

and mortality. The U.S. OTA estimated minimum $1.3 billion (1992 

dollars). Other published estimates range between $650 million to over 

$30 billion annually.
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ÅExtensive national and state researchcompleted in 1999 to determine 

best practices and extent of any effort underway in California.

ÅNovember 1999 - leaders from all critical sectors to come together and 

determine a future course of action.

ÅCMA Foundationinitiates AWARE project and invites participation 

from consumer groups, medicine and clinical organizations, public 

health, pharmaceutical industry and health plans.

ÅGround breaking collaboration between medical organizations, health 

plans and other partners begins immediately.

ÅProject begins January 2000.

Formation of AWARE
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Purpose & Goals of AWARE 

PurposeïReduce the unnecessary use of antibiotics and reduce the 

prevalence of antibiotic resistant bacteria in California.

Three Major Goalsï

�� Increase appropriate prescribingof antibiotics.  

�� Raise consumer awareness and understanding regarding the          

responsible use of antibiotics.  

�� Mobilize the community to reduce the unnecessary use of 

antibiotics.


