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Purpose & Goals of AWARE

Purpose - Reduce the prevalence of antibiotic resistant bacteria in 

California through appropriate antibiotic use.

Goals ï

ÁIncrease appropriate prescribing of antibiotics.  

ÁRaise consumer awareness and understanding regarding the appropriate 

use of antibiotics.  

ÁMobilize the community to reduce the unnecessary use of antibiotics.
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Partnerships:  80+ Organizations

Health Plans
Aetna US Healthcare

Aetna Foundation

Blue Cross of California

Blue Shield of California

Blue Shield of CA Foundation

Health Net

Kaiser Permanente

LA Care Health Plan

PacifiCare

Santa Barbara Regional Health 

Authority, Others

Public Agencies
CA Dept of Aging

CA Dept of Health Services

CCLHO

CDC

CMS, Region IX

Dept. of Managed Care ï
Office of Patient Advocate

Binational Border Health Prog.

DUR Board, Others

Consumer Org
AARP

Asian Health Services

California State PTA

California Black Health Network

Childcare Health Program

CA Resource & Referral Network

Latino Coalition for a Healthy CA 

New California Media

Pharma
Abbott Laboratories

Bristol-Myers Squibb

Sankyo Pharmaceutical

GlaxoSmithKline

Johnson & Johnson

Ortho McNeil Pharmaceuticals

Pfizer Consumer Healthcare

Salix Pharmaceuticals

Sanofi~Aventis

Clinical
Am Academy Pediatrics, Dist. IX

American Academy of Urgent Care 
Medicine

American Medical Association

American College of Physicians

CA Academy of Family Physicians

CA Academy of Physician Assts.

CMA 

Golden State Medical Assoc.

CA Latino Medical Assoc.

Medical Board of California

CA Pharmacist  Association

CA School Nurses Organization

CA Primary Care Association

CA Assoc. of Health Systems 
Pharmacists

Network of Ethnic Physician Orgs.
Permanente Medical Group

Sharp Healthcare

Sutter Healthcare

UC Davis Medical Center

UC Irvine Medical Center

UCLA

UC San Diego Depart. of Pediatrics
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Communities of Color ïAntibiotic Awareness

ÅFocus Groups - Conducted by CMA Foundation in 2002 in 

partnership with MediCal managed care plans, primarily with 

Latino & African American parents, showed a lack of 

understanding of appropriate antibiotic use.  

ÅSurvey of Women Consumers - Results from the California 

Department of Health Services annual Womenôs Health 

Survey in 2001 & 2003 showed a significant relationship 

between ethnicity and misuse of antibiotics for viral illnesses. 
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Communities of Color ïAntibiotic Awareness

ÅNew California Media Survey - An 11 language survey of 

California adult immigrants to gauge cultural impact on knowledge, 

attitudes and use of antibiotics showed a misunderstanding and 

misuse of antibiotics among immigrant communities.

Å2006 California Omnibus SurveyïA survey of Californians 

conducted in early April reported that 69% of African Americans, 

51% of Latinos, and 50% of Asian respondents either felt antibiotics 

were an appropriate treatment for colds or the flu or didnôt know if 

this was the case.
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ñAntibiotics are needed to treat the flu or a coldò

Agree Answers
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Medical/Pharmacy Student 

Community Education Initiative

In order to reach out to ethnic and underserved 

communities, the AWARE Project has mobilized medical 

and pharmacy students from throughout California.  

Participating medical & pharmacy schools include:

Loma Linda University

Touro University

UC Davis

UCLA

UC San Diego

UC San Francisco

USC

Western University

Funding for the initiative is provided by the CDC, Ortho McNeil 

Pharmaceuticals and the Aetna Foundation.
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Reaching Out & Sharing the Message

USC pharmacy students 

presented the message of 

antibiotic resistance and 

appropriate antibiotic use 

to 150 middle school 

students in South Central 

Los Angeles.
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Reaching Out & Sharing the Message

Loma Linda 
medical students 
provide 
instruction in 
handwashing to 
Latino 3rd graders.


